
 
                     MINUTES 
Harmony Township Board of Education 

May 18, 2020 
Regular Business Meeting 

   
Call to Order- Board President Weidlick 
The meeting was called to order at 6:32p.m. by Mrs. Weidlick 
 
Notice of Meeting 
 
Mrs. Weidlick read the following:  
 
The New Jersey Public Meetings Law was enacted to ensure the right of the public to have advance notice of, and to 
attend the meetings of, public bodies at which any business affecting their interests is discussed or acted upon. In 
accordance with the provisions of this Act, the Harmony Township Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting 
to be published by having the date, time and place thereof posted with The Star Ledger and Express-Times, and 
submitted to the Township Clerk on May 10, 2020. 
 
Due to the public health emergency in the State of New Jersey, as declared in Executive Order 103, the Board will be 
holding this meeting virtually and suspending some of its normal meeting procedures this evening. 
 
Specifically, Board Members will be participating in the meeting virtually via Zoom. In addition, the virtual meeting will be 
accessible for members of the public to view. Directions for accessing the virtual meeting were posted on the District 
website: www.htesd.org.  
 
We very much welcome input from the public. Because this meeting is being held virtually, public comment will be 
handled as follows: the public can make comments during public participation on the ZOOM meeting, if necessary, public 
participation will be limited to the Zoom chat feature. 
 
Flag Salute   
 
Roll Call 
 
Present: Mr. Paul Williams; Mrs. Nicole Tipton; Mr. Jamie Sampson; Mrs. Denise Carney; Mr. Ken Koch; 
Mrs. Jaymee Mauceri; Mr. Tadgh LaBar; Mrs. Heather Weidlick; Mr. George Babula (online 6:40 p.m.). 
  
Absent: None 
	
Mission Statement 
 
Mrs. Weidlick read the following: 
 
We put our children first. To that end, our first and foremost priority is to provide an excellent, broad-based education to 
meet or exceed current applicable statutes.   In addition, we are committed to guarding their safety, building their 
character and nurturing their growth as lifelong learners and global citizens. 
 
We support our staff, our community and each other in the pursuit of these noble objectives by carefully balancing our 
financial, administrative, legal, regulatory, and ethical responsibilities in harmony with the District’s dynamic strategic 
objectives and tactical needs. 
 
Whenever possible, we seek the efficiencies and advantages of latest technology and other available resources to 
maximize our effectiveness in all we do. 
 
 

REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Virtual Meeting 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Babula and seconded by Mrs. Carney to suspend certain meeting procedures as described in 
the Notice of Meeting. Specifically, to authorize Board Members to participate in the meeting virtually and limit the meeting 
to virtual public comment to be handled as detailed in the Notice of Meeting and extended notice of meeting. 



 
Voice Vote: 9 ayes; 0 nays; 0 abstentions 
 
Minutes         
 
A motion was made by Mrs. Carney seconded by Mrs. Tipton to approve the minutes of the April 27, 2020 Regular 
Meeting. 
 
Voice Vote: 8 ayes; 0 nays; 0 abstentions  
 
 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Correspondence – None 
 
Public Participation (on agenda items) – None 
 
PTA Report – Nicole Tipton, PTA President, reported that the PTA met last Thursday and elections were held.  They 
amended the bylaws for Zoom meetings and the new officers are:  Kristin Capone - President, Erin Lowry - Vice 
President, Alyssa Duckworth – Treasurer, Faith Hann – Recording Secretary. 
 
Approval/Additions of Agenda 
 
A motion was made by Mrs. Carney seconded by Mr. LaBar to approve the proposed agenda with additions. 
 
Voice Vote: 8 ayes; 0 nays; 0 abstentions 
 
Administrative Reports 
 
               Superintendent – Mr. Carrubba        

• Thanked everyone for a great job keeping the district going forward, 
especially - Jamie Kovalsky, Debbie Thornton and Pat Roe. The 
teachers are keeping things creative; the extra effort is great.   

• Graduation – we keep waiting and hoping for in-person but planning 
alternate ideas. 

• Met with the HTEA on Friday; they thanked the board for cutting three 
extra days at the end of the year; very appreciative. 

• Committee meetings upcoming 
 

School Business Administrator – Mrs. Tjalma   
• Financial planning for 6/30/2020 keeps changing; doing best to get us in 

best position.  
Principal – Mr. Staples 

• June 4th Graduation – ideas for drive through or virtual, whatever we are 
allowed; utilizing the rec fields - contacted NJ State Police.   

• Thanked the staff; can’t ask for better 
o Virtual Field Day 
o Yard signs for students 
o Virtual Art Show 
o 5th grade virtual Colonial Fair 
o Virtual Tech Show 

 
1.  BUSINESS ITEMS 
 
A motion was made by Mrs. Carney and seconded by Mr. Koch to approve items numbered 1(a) through 1(f) as 
recommended by the CSA. 
 
1 (a) Bills & Claims List 
 
to approve the bills for payment as recommended by the Business Administrator and the Chief School Administrator 

 
                   Attached Bill List  -      $600,168.58                                               
 



                                                                                                   
1 (b) Monthly Financial Transfers                                                                                                                                          
 
to approve the appropriation transfer(s) of funds per the attached list.                                                      
                       
1 (c) Monthly Financial Reports / Secretary’s Report                                                                                  
 
The Report of the Secretary for April 2020 has been submitted for Board review. As required by N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-
16.10(c)(3) I, Rachelle Tjalma, Business Administrator/Board Secretary, certify that no line item account has been over 
expended and that sufficient funds are available to meet the District’s financial obligations this fiscal year.  
 
It is recommended that the Secretary’s Report for April 2020 be accepted and filed, and the Board of Education hereby 
certifies that no major account has been over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-16.10(c)(4) and that sufficient 
funds are available to meet the District’s financial obligations for the remainder of the 2019-2020 fiscal year. 
 
1 (d) Treasurer’s Reports                                                                                                                                     
                                                    
It is recommended that the Treasurer’s Report for the month of April 2020 be accepted and filed. 
 
1 (e) Approve FSMC Contract Renewal for 2020-21	
		
to renew and approve the contract with Maschio Food Service, Inc. as the Food Service Management Company for the 
district for the 2020-21 school year, with an annual management fee of $8427.21 and guarantees a no cost or breakeven 
food service operation, including the management fee.	
 
1 (f) Resolution Opposing Senate Bill 2392/Assembly Bill 3969   
 
to approve the below Resolution Opposing Senate Bill 2392/ Assembly Bill 3969  
 

Resolution Opposing Senate Bill 2392/Assembly Bill 3969 
Legislation Affecting Transmission of Property Tax Revenue to School Districts  

 
WHEREAS, Senate Bill 2392 and Assembly Bill 3969, currently pending in the state Legislature, would authorize the 
Department of Community Affairs to permit municipalities to delay or alter the transmission of property tax revenue to 
school districts during gubernatorial-declared emergencies; and 
 
WHEREAS, New Jersey's public schools are highly dependent on property tax revenue to support education 
programs; and 
 
WHEREAS, on average, local property taxes constitute close to 60% of public school revenue, with the percentage 
even greater in a significant number of districts; and 
 
WHEREAS, delaying or altering the transmission of property tax revenue from municipalities would result in a 
financial crisis for school districts, seriously disrupting the educational process; and 
 
WHEREAS, although public school buildings are closed during the current health emergency, the education of our 
students is taking place through remote instruction and, therefore, continued timely transmission of all property tax 
revenue due to the school district is critical for the educational process to continue without interruption; and 
 
WHEREAS, under our state's current structure, municipalities are designated as the authorities to collect property 
taxes, but those taxes are levied for specific purposes—e.g., municipal, school, county, fire district—and these 
obligations must continue to be met; and 
 
WHEREAS, municipal governing bodies are empowered under current law to borrow in order to ensure that full 
payments to school districts are made; 
 



WHEREAS, the Harmony Township Board of Education recognizes the impact of the current public health 
emergency on the state and local governments, as well as local school districts, but believes that this legislation 
would only worsen the situation for our communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, while S-2392/A-3969 would require a municipality to pay a percentage of the revenue due to a school 
district based on consultation between the state Departments of Community Affairs and Education, the amount of 
taxes collected at the time and the financial condition of the municipality and school district, it does not address 
subsequent payment to the school district to make up the full shortfall amount; and 
 
WHEREAS, as currently written, S-2392/A-3969, which is designed to ease a financial burden on municipalities, would 
place a severe strain on school districts and the students and families that they serve. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Harmony Township Board of Education urges the State 
Legislature and Governor to oppose S-2392/A-3969; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that this resolution be delivered to Governor Philip D. Murphy, State Senate President Stephen M. 
Sweeney, Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin, and the ___ Legislative District’s representatives in the state Senate 
and General Assembly; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the New Jersey School Boards Association. 
  
DISCUSSION: 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
 
Mr. George Babula- absent; Mr. Paul Williams-aye; Mrs. Nicole Tipton-aye; Mr. Ken Koch-aye; Mrs. Weidlick-aye;  
Mr. Jamie Sampson-aye; Mrs. Denise Carney-aye; Mr. Tadgh LaBar-aye; Mrs. Jaymee Mauceri-aye. 
 
Tally: 8 ayes; 0 nays; 0 abstentions 
 
2. POLICY AND FINANCE 
 
Committee Report –  
 

! Virtual Committee Meeting  -  Meeting after tonight’s BOE meeting 
 

A motion was made by Mr. Williams and seconded by Mrs. Carney to approve item numbered 2(a) through 2(j) as 
amended and recommended by the CSA.  
 
2 (a) Policy 0152 Board Officers                                                                                                  
 
to accept first revision reading of Policy 0152 Board Officers 
 
2 (b) Policy 1581 Domestic Violence                                                                                                                            
 
to accept first revision reading of Policy 1581 Domestic Violence 
 
2 (c) Policy 2422 Health and Physical Education                                                                                        
 
to accept first revision reading of Policy 2422 Health and Physical Education 
 
2 (d) Policy 3421.13 Post Natal Accommodations                                                                                       
 
to accept first reading of Policy 3421.13 Post Natal Accommodations 
 
2 (e) Policy 4421.13 Post Natal Accommodations                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 
to accept first reading of Policy 4421.13 Post Natal Accommodations 
 



2 (f) Policy 5330 Administration of Medication                                                                                          
 
to accept first revision reading of Policy 5330 Administration of Medication 
 
2 (g) Policy 7243 Supervision of Construction                                                                                          
 
to accept first revision reading of Policy 7243 Supervision of Construction 
 
2 (h) Policy 8210 School Year                                                                                                                                                   
 
to accept first revision reading of Policy 8210 School Year 
 
2 (i) Policy 8220 School Day                                                                                                                         
 
to accept first revision reading of Policy 8220 School Day 
 
2 (j) Policy 8462 Reporting Potentially Missing or Abused Children                                                      
 
to accept first revision reading of Policy 8462 Reporting Potentially Missing or Abused Children 
 
DISCUSSION:   
 
Roll Call Vote: 
 
Mrs. Weidlick-aye; Mr. Paul Williams-aye; Mrs. Nicole Tipton-aye; Mr. Ken Koch-aye; Mr. Tadgh LaBar-aye; Mr. Jamie 
Sampson-aye; Mrs. Denise Carney-aye; Mrs. Jaymee Mauceri-aye; Mr. George Babula - absent  
 
Tally: 8 ayes; 0 nays; 0 abstentions 
                                                     
3. EDUCATION 
 
Committee Report  
 

! Committee Meeting - Did not meet 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Williams and seconded by Mrs. Carney to approve items numbered 3(a) through 3(b) as 
recommended by the CSA. 
 
3 (a) School Closure Preparedness Plan 
 
to approve the attached Harmony Township Elementary School Health-Related School Closure Preparedness Plan.	
 
3 (b) Guidance Counselor Job Description	
	
to approve the job description for Guidance Counselor. 	
                                                                                                                                       
DISCUSSION:  
 
Roll Call Vote: 
 
Mr. George Babula- aye; Mr. Paul Williams-aye; Mrs. Nicole Tipton-aye; Mr. Ken Koch-aye; Mrs. Weidlick-aye;  
Mr. Jamie Sampson-aye; Mrs. Denise Carney-aye; Mr. Tadgh LaBar-aye; Mrs. Jaymee Mauceri-aye. 
 
Tally: 9 ayes; 0 nays; 0 abstentions 
 
 
4. PERSONNEL& COMMUNITY  
 
Committee Report 
 

! Committee Meeting  - Did not meet 
 



                 
 
5.  FACILITY & TRANSPORTATION   
 
Committee Report 
 

! Committee Meeting – Did not meet 
 

 
NEW / CONTINUING BUSINESS 

 
President’s Report – Heather Weidlick – Mrs. Weidlick thanked the staff for a great job with a challenging end of year.  
 
Legislative Update – George Babula –  Mr. Babula provided the legislation motion regarding municipal tax payments. 
     
Harmony Township Council Update – Jaymee Mauceri – Mrs. Mauceri reported that they addressed changing dates of 
the election and there would be no change. 
 
School Boards Association Update – George Babula - Mr. Babula reported that the there will be a virtual NJSBA 
conference in October and the board Self Evaluation should be done. 
 
Warren County SBA Update – George Babula – Mr. Babula reported that Warren County is preparing two different 
plans and the Delegates Assembly is postponing. 
 
Belvidere BOE Representative – Tadgh LaBar – Mr. LaBar reported that graduation was main discussion; it is a moving 
target as to what is allowed 
 
Sharing Liaison Committee - Tadgh LaBar – Mr. Carrubba noted that Mrs. Tjalma’s contract needs to completed by 
June 30th, so he will be setting up a meeting. 
 
Continuing Business – None 
 
New Business – Mr. Williams noted that the NJSBA will be losing $700K without the October 2020 workshop; there is still 
a fee for virtual workshop. 
 
Public Participation – None 
 
Adjournment 
	
There being no further business, motion moved by Mrs. Carney seconded by Mr. Williams to adjourn the meeting at 
7:00 p.m. 
 


